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A MONMOUTHSHIRE THAT 
WORKS FOR EVERYONE:
• Delivering value for money 

• Supporting older people to remain 
 independent in their own homes

• Driving up school standards and building 
 new schools across the county 

• Protecting and investing in valued local 
 services 

• Harnessing the potential for 
 Monmouthshire of the halving of the 
 Severn Bridge tolls

• Investing in our economy to create new 
 skilled jobs

OUR PLAN FOR MONMOUTHSHIRE

The last five years have seen Monmouthshire facing challenging 
times with considerable funding and grant reductions from the Welsh 
Government. We have reduced council running costs by £18million but 
have done so by operating more efficiently and innovatively.

We have prioritised those services which have the greatest impact on the 
wellbeing of our residents; education, care of the vulnerable, the retention 
of local services and economic development encouraging new jobs and 
apprenticeships.

Our progressive, efficient and caring approach has enabled us to protect 
valued services, invest in new schools, deliver better solutions for the care 
of the most vulnerable, drive economic growth and create resilient and 
sustainable communities.

Conservatives in Monmouthshire have a plan to deliver a county that 
works for everyone, a plan that secures social justice, believes in people; 
a plan that will maintain services, drive improvements, but is also sensitive 
to the diverse needs of all parts of our communities.

If you want an efficient, prudent, caring and progressive council you 
should vote Welsh Conservative on 4th May.



In Monmouthshire we are building a society that works for everyone 
– where no one is left behind.

We are committed to supporting those affected by the cycle of poverty, 
including those in rural communities and we will do more to tackle 
rural isolation. We want every child to have the best start in life and will 
support families in breaking the cycle of worklessness.

As our core principle, we will continue to work towards a fairer society. 
We have demonstrated this by being one of the first local authorities in 
Wales to deliver the living wage for its lowest paid workers.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
Every young person in Monmouthshire deserves the best possible 
education to set them on the path to a healthy and fulfilling life.

We have invested in new school buildings across the county and have 
plans to invest even more in young people’s education. As well as 
equipping young people with the skills they require to embark on a 
rewarding career, we will support retraining and vocational skills so older 
workers can continue to contribute to the Monmouthshire economy.

EDUCATION

I am proud that Monmouthshire was one of the first local 
authorities in Wales to pay its workers the living wage 
– further evidence that we don’t just talk about social 
justice.  We deliver it.

JANE PRATT, Conservative Candidate for Llanelly Hill

• Deliver continued improvement 
 in academic and vocational 
 qualifications

• Complete the £90million 
 construction of two new 
 secondary schools in Caldicot 
 and in Monmouth, to open in 
 2017 and 2018 respectively

• Work with the Welsh Government 
 to continue our secondary school 
 building programme so every 
 child in the county has access to 
 a modern learning environment

• Encourage the use of schools as 
 community facilities, which can 
 be used outside of the school 
 day and during holiday periods

• Maintain close relationships 
 with Coleg Gwent focusing on 
 raising the skills base and 
 providing vocational   
 opportunities

• Continue to support the county’s 
 agricultural college and its land-
 based activities, which contribute 

 to the county’s rural economy

• Retain our outdoor education 
 service, which offers a range 
 of outdoor experiences to young 
 people
 

• Remain a key partner in the 
 Gwent Music Service, giving 
 children the opportunity to 
 develop musical talent

• Advance the cause of STEM-
 based subjects (Science, 
 Technology, Engineering 
 and Mathematics) including the 
 important area of computer 
 coding

• Support the need for bespoke 
 learning provision for young 
 people with additional learning 
 needs and expand the 
 opportunities for our more able 
 students
• Encourage healthy lifestyles 
 recognising that child obesity 
 is a growing issue amongst 
 the population

• Develop further strategies 
 to help both families and their 
 children to improve their 
 situations and life chances

• Assist long-term unemployed 
 individuals with quality training 
 and careers advice, provided 
 in a friendly, supportive and 
 local environment

• Continue to work with other 
 bodies to tackle rural isolation, 
 including exploring improved 
 access to rural public transport

• Remain committed to the 
 Armed Forces Covenant and 
 continue to support the armed 

 services and veterans within 
 our county and wider afield

• Continue to play our part in 
 offering humanitarian aid to 
 those genuine refugees 
 displaced by atrocities 
 overseas

• Work with the police to ensure 
 anti-social behaviour is not 
 tolerated in our communities 
 and that it is dealt with quickly 
 and effectively

• Continue to provide the 
 foundation living wage for the 
 lowest paid council employees

A CONSERVATIVE-RUN COUNCIL WILL:

A CONSERVATIVE-RUN COUNCIL WILL:

Conservatives in Monmouthshire have invested well over 
£40million upgrading primary school buildings – real 
investment in the life chances of our children.

JOSHUA CHOHAN, Conservative Candidate for St Christopher’s



A Monmouthshire that works for everyone not only recognises the 
contribution of older people, but takes measures to support their 
independence.

We will ensure that council-run social care services operate as 
seamlessly as is possible with the NHS so patients are treated with 
dignity and respect at all times.

• Continue to empower 
 communities which work to 
 support older people to remain 
 independent, living in their own 
 homes as long as possible
• Avoid delayed transfers of 
 care from hospital by retaining 
 a successful partnership with 
 the NHS to provide integrated 
 solutions for our residents
• Retain a dementia-friendly and 
 patient-led approach to 

 providing care, which has 
 been recognised nationally 
 for transforming the lives of 
 those who suffer with this cruel 
 disease
• Prioritise care for the most 
 vulnerable children and adults 
 in our society
• Increase the level of funding 
 available for Disabled Facility 
 Grants

HEALTH & 
SOCIAL CARE

A CONSERVATIVE-RUN COUNCIL WILL:

Our approach to giving older people the support they need to 
remain living in their own home is helping to rebuild the sense 
of community that has proved so successful. Likewise the 
Raglan Project providing dementia care has been extended 
across the county and is recognised as best practice.

PENNY JONES, Conservative Candidate for Raglan

JOBS & ENTERPRISE

• Continue to play a leading role 
 in the Cardiff Capital Region and 
 work to ensure that 
 Monmouthshire benefits from the 
 £1.2billion City Deal
• Exploit all opportunities to 
 achieve further investment 
 into the county, recognising that 
 investment brings skilled jobs and 
 wealth creation
• Encourage entrepreneurship by 
 supporting ‘start up’ businesses 
 and providing assistance to 
 existing small firms to expand
• Ensure that major projects 
 delivered by the council provide 
 local apprenticeships and source 
 local materials where possible
• Work closely with schools, 
 colleges, universities and training 
 providers to identify future skills 
 needs to take our economy 
 forward
• Maximise the benefits to the 
 Monmouthshire economy of 
 tourism and market our county as 
 

 not only a great place to visit and 
 stay, but as a major destination 
 for food and international sports 
 and music events
• Continue our building industry 
 apprenticeships, successfully 
 bringing young people into 
 permanent jobs in the 
 construction industry
• Support our high streets 
 by defending Monmouthshire 
 businesses faced with 
 uncertainties due to the Welsh 
 Government’s business rates 
 revaluation
• Maximise the considerable 
 benefits to Monmouthshire of 
 the halving of the Severn Bridge 
 tolls from next year and continue 
 to lobby for further toll reductions 
 in future
• Co-operate with the UK 
 Government in securing the 
 removal of the toll plazas on the 
 Severn Bridges, enabling drivers 
 to enter Monmouthshire 
 without delays

A successful economy is vital to the health and prosperity of families in 
Monmouthshire.

Conservatives will continue to unlock the economic potential of our county 
and the wider Cardiff Capital Region. We will support and defend local 
businesses and encourage entrepreneurship as a means of creating new 
jobs and making our communities more prosperous.

I am proud of the leading role that Peter Fox and 
Monmouthshire Council have played in securing the 
£1.2billion City Deal, which will secure thousands of 
skilled jobs and billions of pounds in investment.

MAT FEAKINS, Conservative Candidate for Drybridge

A CONSERVATIVE-RUN COUNCIL WILL:



SUSTAINABILITY

Conservative-led Monmouthshire Council has one of the 
highest recycling rates of any local authority in Wales, 
but also has the lowest cost per tonne, proving that you 
really can deliver more for less.

BRYAN JONES, Conservative Candidate for Goetre Fawr

In the face of opposition from Labour and the 
Independents, Conservatives delivered the new 
Monmouthshire Livestock Market – a fantastic facility 
which is valued by the farming community.

SARA JONES, Conservative Candidate for Llanover

To make our county truly work for every one of us, we must 
consider the impact that decisions taken today might have in 
generations to come. 

Monmouthshire has one of the best recycling rates in Wales, but 
there is more we can do to protect and enhance both our natural 
environment and our urban communities.

• Ensure that decisions taken by 
 the council are sustainable 
 and consider their impact on 
 future generations

• Aim to remain a top 
 performing council in Wales 
 in regard to recycling, with 
 an almost negligible amount 
 of waste going to landfill

• Work with other local 
 authorities to use food and 
 green waste to deliver energy 
 through methods such as 
 anaerobic digestion

• Where sympathetic to our 
 countryside and environment, 

 support the installation of 
 renewable energy solutions

• Continue our pollinator 
 policy of planting wild flowers, 
 enhancing our environment 
 and encouraging further 
 biodiversity

• Refuse to tolerate fly-tipping 
 and do everything possible to 
 ensure offenders are 
 prosecuted

• Maintain weekly recycling 
 and food waste collection 
 with fortnightly residual waste 
 collection

RURAL 
COMMUNITIES

The agricultural community in Monmouthshire makes a 
considerable contribution to the county’s economy, but more 
importantly, they are the custodians of great swathes of our county 
– they maintain the green fields and rolling hills, which help make 
Monmouthshire one of the best natural attractions in Wales.

• Support the agricultural 
 community and its contribution 
 to the county’s economy

• Identify ways to use and 
 promote locally produced food 
 in our schools and across the 
 county

• Fight for the farming community 
 to ensure a fair level 
 of financial support for 
 Monmouthshire farmers 
 following the United Kingdom’s 

 departure from the European 
 Union

• Promote the county and all it 
 offers to the rest of the UK and 
 internationally

• Continue to work to ensure 
 all areas of the county receive 
 a good broadband and mobile 
 service as digital connectivity 
 is fundamental to a vibrant 
 rural community

A CONSERVATIVE-RUN COUNCIL WILL:

A CONSERVATIVE-RUN COUNCIL WILL:



11

Over the last five years, Conservatives in Monmouthshire have 
successfully maintained vital services despite challenging financial 
settlements from the Welsh Government. 

We recognise the role the council plays in providing services which 
contribute to sustainable communities.

PROTECTING 
LOCAL 

SERVICES

• Commit to keeping all leisure 
 centres and libraries open
• Maintain our museum service 
 in the county
• Protect the popular Borough 
 Theatre in Abergavenny
• Deliver a brand new 25metre 
 swimming pool in Monmouth 
 as part of a £6million leisure 
 complex

• Provide enhanced leisure 
 facilities across 
 Monmouthshire to promote 
 healthy lifestyles and reduce 
 child obesity
• Secure a community hub in 
 Abergavenny integrating 
 many valued services within 
 the same building
• Protect our current recycling 
 centres

Too many young people are being priced out of their own 
community – somewhere they may have lived for their entire life, 
but simply cannot afford to buy a home. 

We want to do more to help families and communities remain 
together by improving access to affordable homes.

HOUSING

• Explore a range of measures 
 to support local people 
 to secure a home in their 
 community
• Encourage and help more 
 people to take up shared 
 purchase schemes
• Find ways to help first time 
 buyers secure a foot on the 
 housing ladder
• Ensure supply of high quality 
 social housing for those who 
 want to rent

• Work with providers to ensure 
 there are suitable and 
 sufficient homes for older 
 people
• Continue to work with 
 other agencies to address 
 homelessness in the county
• Work with developers and 
 local communities to ensure 
 new housing developments 
 are sympathetic to their 
 surroundings and local 
 infrastructure

In a rural county like Monmouthshire, local services are 
really important and I’m pleased that this Conservative-
led council has made protecting them a priority.

PAUL PAVIA, Conservative Candidate for Larkfield

While there are hundreds of reasons to want to live and 
work in Monmouthshire, for many people, number one is 
to live close to friends and family.  We will offer help so 
more people can stay in their own community.

LISA DYMOCK, Conservative Candidate for The Elms

A CONSERVATIVE-RUN COUNCIL WILL:

A CONSERVATIVE-RUN COUNCIL WILL:



Conservatives are proud of Monmouthshire and everything it 
means to its residents.

That’s why we fought hard to oppose Labour’s plans to abolish 
the county and merge it with Torfaen, Blaenau Gwent, Newport 
and Caerphilly.  We will always fight for the best possible deal for 
Monmouthshire and everyone who lives here.

• Take every opportunity to 
 keep council tax bills 
 down for families across 
 Monmouthshire
• Continue to deliver value for 
 money and identify ways to 
 do more for less.
• Defend Monmouthshire 
 as a county from any 
 revised plans from the Welsh 
 Government to force a merger 
 with other local authorities or 
 bring back Gwent, which 
 would damage our local 
 identity and could see local 
 services cut back
• Lead the way on 
 collaborative opportunities to 

 release further efficiencies 
 whilst retaining local 
 accountability
• Highlight the deep unfairness 
 in the Welsh Government’s 
 local government funding 
 formula, which fails 
 to recognise rurality 
 and consistently gives 
 Monmouthshire the worst 
 deal
• Work with David Davies 
 MP and Nick Ramsay AM 
 to ensure a strong voice for 
 Monmouthshire in 
 Westminster and the National 
 Assembly for Wales

A MONMOUTHSHIRE 
THAT WORKS FOR 

EVERYONE

Last year, Labour and Independent Councillors 
proposed council tax hikes of 4.95% and 6% respectively.  
I am proud that Conservatives voted to keep council tax 
increases low while protecting vital services.

CHRISTOPHER EDWARDS, Conservative Candidate for Trellech United

A CONSERVATIVE-RUN COUNCIL WILL:





CATCH UP WITH 
THE WELSH 
CONSERVATIVES 
ON THE ISSUES THAT 
MATTER 
TO WALES

welshconservatives.com
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